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UM K-12 PROGRAM EXPANDS SERVICES IN  INDIAN COUNTRY 
MISSOULA -
The Division of Educational Research and Service at The University of Montana 
recently announced the expansion of its programs serving American Indians, thanks to the 
addition of Larry LaCounte.
LaCounte will serve as Indian education liaison, helping expand DERS programs now 
active on the Rocky Boy’s, Blackfeet, Flathead, Crow and Northern Cheyenne reservations. 
Given LaCounte’s extensive experience working with schools in Montana and across the 
nation, DERS hopes to build new partnerships both in-state and out-of-state that will support 
the organization’s school safety and childhood mental health initiatives.
LaCounte has served as superintendent at Hays/Lodge Pole School District on the Fort 
Belknap Reservation, Lodge Grass School District on the Crow Reservation and Arlee School 
District on the Flathead Reservation.
In 1986 LaCounte was honored with the “ National Indian Educator of the Year” award 
from the National Indian Education Association. He also received an award in 1991 for 
“Achievements and Contributions to the Education of Indian People” from the Montana Indian 
Educators’ Association, and in 1996 he was honored with UM’s “Annual Diversity Award.”
A 1973 UM alumnus, LaCounte returned to campus in 1987 as a visiting assistant 
professor and acting director of the Native American Studies department. In 1992 he became
-more-
0523061arv-2
project director for the Indian Educational Personnel Development Program, a grant project 
awarded to UM’s School of Education.
For the last 11 years, LaCounte served as project director of UM’s McNair Scholars 
Program. Dan Dwyer, UM vice president for research and development, is particularly 
supportive of LaCounte’s transition to DERS.
I am very pleased that Larry will bring his talent, knowledge and good relationships 
with numerous schools in Indian Country to the DERS program,” Dwyer said. “UM has a 
strong commitment to working with Native American communities across Montana and the 
nation. Larry has been central to helping us fulfill this mission, and this new role at DERS will 
greatly benefit Native children and rural schools.”
Since LaCounte joined DERS in April, he already has created new partnerships 
between the organization and the Fort Peck Assiniboine and Sioux tribes. He also has 
contributed to the writing of two federal grant proposals -  one for the Department of 
Education’s Office of Safe and Drug Free Schools and one for the Department of Health’s 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration. Both proposals focus strictly on 
working with Montana’s Indian populations.
“I couldn’t be more pleased to have Larry on board,” said DERS Director Rick van 
den Pol after learning LaCounte had accepted the new position. “He has devoted his life and 
career to making a difference in the lives of Native youth, as well as Native college students. 
He is just the guy we need for the job .”
Further information about the DERS program is available at http://www.dersum.org.
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